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1.0		 INTRODUCTION	
	
This	 report	 provides	 the	 findings	 and	 recommendations	 of	 a	 Firesmart	 Home	 and	 Yard	 Assessment	
completed	for	a	new	single	family	Residence	proposed	at	2525	Ledge	Rock	Ridge,	Phase	I	of	Castlerock	
Estates	within	the	municipal	boundary	of	Invermere,	B.C.		This	assessment	and	report	was	completed	by	
Brad	Munroe	 of	Wildlands	 Eco-Forestry	 Inc.	 at	 the	 request	 of	 HTH	 Contracting	 limited	 acting	 as	 the	
Property	owner’s	agent.	
	
As	it	is	understood	by	Wildlands	Eco-Forestry	Inc.	that	the	District	of	Invermere	requires	a	home	and	site	
evaluation	 (Appendix	 1)	 and	 report	 addressing	 the	 requirements	 contained	 within	 the	 District	 of	
Invermere’s	Official	Community	Plan	Hazardous	Lands	Development	Permit	Area	–	Section	4.6	Wildfire	
Protection	D.P.A.	prior	to	issuance	of	a	building	permit.			
	
The	purpose	of	the	assessment	is	to	determine	the	Firesmart	home	and	yard	interface	risk	rating	and	to	
address	the	Wildfire	Protection	DPA	requirements	outlined	in	section	4.6.3	(3)	of	the	OCP,	(Appendix	3.)	
	
	
	
2.0		 SITE	LOCATION	DESCRIPTION	
	
The	 proposed	 building	 site	 location	 is	 situated	 in	 a	 neighbourhood	 known	 locally	 as	 Phase	 one	 of	
Castlerock	 Estates	 in	 the	 District	 of	 Invermere.	 	 The	 site	 is	 located	 on	 the	 west	 side	 of	 the	 Rocky	
Mountain	Trench	upslope	of	the	west	shores	of	Windermere	Lake.	
	

	
	
	



	

	
The	 proposed	 building	 site	 is	 on	 the	 top	 of	 a	 ridge	 formation	 above	 a	 gentle	 eastern	 aspect	 slope	
encompassing	a	 large	natural	area	below	which	has	had	extensive	FireSmart	 forest	 fuel	management.	
The	property	is	located	on	upper	bench	lands	with	a	slope	that	descends	southeast	to	Windermere	Lake	
and	is	situated	on	the	southern	edge	of	the	District	of	Invermere	municipal	boundary.	
	

	
	
	
	
3.0		 DESCRIPTION	OF	FORESTED	LANDS:	
	
The	 proposed	 parcel	 is	 located	 within	 the	 Interior	 Douglas	 fir	 Biogeoclimatic	 classification	 system,	
specifically	 within	 a	 Douglas	 fir	 ecosystem	 that	 naturally	 maintains	 attributes	 associated	 with	 open	
forest	types	by	way	of	frequent,	low	intensity	wildfires.			
	
Under	 the	 BC	 Natural	 Disturbance	 Regime	 classification	 system,	 this	 area	 falls	 with	 the	 open	 forest	
Natural	 Disturbance	 Type:	NDT-4	 (ecosystems with frequent stand-maintaining fires).	 	 Fire	 suppression	 and	
forest	management	activities	inside	the	District	lands,	within	the	surrounding	local	Crown	lands	and	the	
adjacent	 private	 lands	 have	 altered	 this	 cycle	 creating	 forests	 with	 greater	 fuel	 loads	 than	 would	
historically	occur. 
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4.0		 COMMUNITY	WILDFIRE	PROTECTION	PLANNING:	
	
The	District	of	 Invermere	has	adopted	and	acted	upon	a	Community	Wildfire	Protection	Plan,	 (CWPP)	
addressing	 the	 community	 internally	 as	well	 as	 a	 2km	 treatment	 perimeter	 surrounding	 the	District’s	
municipal	 boundaries.	 	 Critical	 components	 of	 this	 CWPP	 development	 consisted	 of	 the	 following	
aspects;	an	overview	evaluation	of	the	overall	local	wildfire	risk,	establishing	risk	rating	zones	and	using	
this	information	to	lead	the	Wildfire	DPA	designation.	
	
The	wildfire	risk	to	Lot	2525	Ledge	Rock	Ridge	generated	in	this	evaluation	process	is	inserted	below	and	
specifies	 a	 number	 of	 High-risk	 polygons	 within	 the	 plan	 area	 and	 within	 the	 Castlerock	 Estates	
development	itself.		
	
CWWP	map	and	adjacent	hazard	rating	below.		(The	District	of	Invermere	has	a	larger	map	available	for	
viewing	at:	(https://invermere.civicweb.net/document/28880)	
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5.0		 OFFICIAL	COMMUNITY	PLAN	SECTION	4.6	WILDFIRE	DPA	REQUIREMENTS:	
	

a) Identification	of	Wildfire	Hazards	
	
The	 following	 assessment	 is	 based	 on	 the	 Firesmart	 Homeowners	 Assessment	 Guidelines	
combined	 with	 a	 site	 evaluation	 completed	 April	 5th,	 2019	 and	 without	 having	 the	 proposed	
property	development	site	plans.	 	Consultation	and	 input	was	also	 received	 from	Kyle	Moll	of	
HTH	 Contracting	 and	 Rory	 Hromadnik,	 Development	 Services,	 District	 of	 Invermere.	 	 The	
assessment	results	indicated:	
	
Zone	1	Home	Assessment	score		 	 6		(assuming	FS	Zone	1	building	recommendations)	
Zone	1	Yard	assessment	Score	is	 	 30		
Zone	2	yard	assessment	Score	is	 	 30	
	
Total	Zone	1	Firesmart	score	and	Hazard	level:	 	 6	-	LOW	

	
	

b) Mitigation	requirements	to	reduce	Wildfire	Hazards	

No	mitigation	 requirements	are	 required	 for	 the	proposed	Structure.	 	 It	 is	 recommended	 that	
the	 proposed	 structure	 development	 parcel	 follow	 District	 of	 Invermere	 building	 guidelines	
referring	 to	 Section	 4.6	 Wildfire	 Protection	 DPA	 of	 the	 DOI’s	 Official	 Community	 Plan;	
“subdivision and building plan schemes should incorporate ‘FireSmart’ principles as outlined in 
FireSmart, Protecting Your Community from Wildfire (July 2003)”.  

Vegetative	 controls	 within	 the	 10m	 distances	 from	 the	 home	 will	 need	 to	 be	 implemented.		
There	are	a	couple	of	mature	Douglas	fir	trees	within	the	property.		If	there	are	conifers	retained	
within	 the	 10	 m	 zone	 1	 at	 completion	 of	 landscaping	 they	 must	 meet	 FireSmart	
recommendations	including	pruning	of	main	bole	to	minimum	of	2m	above	ground	and	no	limbs	
within	3m	of	any	structures.	
	
There	is	no	Zone	2	Yard	assessment	required	to	evaluate	with	this	parcel	and	development	plan.		
A	completed	Zone	2	Yard	assessment	is	submitted	for	reference.	
	
	
c) Proposed	use	of	the	Subject	lot.	
	
Single	Family	Residential	development.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

	
	
d) Proposed	location	of	structures	

	
	
The	Single	Family	residence	parcel	for	
development	was	evaluated	based	on	a	
single	structure	proposal	which	(will)	
meet	the	Residential	Zone	1	setback	
requirements	for	the	District	of	
Invermere:		
	
	
	

	
	

	
The	rear	of	the	property	(east)	is	above	a	
forested	natural	area	within	the	
community	that	has	had	previous	
FireSmart	vegetative	treatment.			
Additional	clearing	to	FireSmart	
guidelines	at	the	property	line	is	
recommended.		
	
	
	
	
No	additional	buildings	are	proposed.	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	
	

e) Landscaping		
No	landscaping	plan	is	required	with	the	building	permit.		It	is	recommended	that	the	
landscaping	consist	of	non-coniferous	species	and	the	best	practice	Yard	consideration	
recommendations	within	the	Firesmart	Home	Owner’s	assessment	Appendix	2.	
	
	
f) Access	and	traffic	circulation	
Principle	access	is	provided	by	way	of	Lakeview	Rise	and	Brewer	Ridge	Rise.		Gravel	access	off	of	
the	west	edge	of	Brewer	Ridge	Rise	provides	a	loop	access	from	an	emergency	ingress	and	
egress	perspective	during	the	spring	through	fall	fire	seasons.		Castlerock	Estates	overall	
development	has	alternative	access	points	off	of	Johnston	Road	and	Castlestone	Boulevard.		

	
	
	



	

	
	
g) Location	of	fire	protection	infrastructure.	

	
Hydrants	are	strategically	located	curbside	throughout	the	community.		The	District	of	
Invermere	Fire	Department	is	approximately	5.8	km’s	north	of	Lot	2525.	
	

	
	

	
	

	
The	Castlerock	Estate	community	is	located	outside	of	the	District	of	Invermere’s	10	minute	fire	
response	 zone	 and	 will	 be	 evaluated	 for	 building	 code	 compliance	 based	 on	 this	 limitation.		
There	is	no	impact	on	the	Firesmart	assessment	procedure.			

	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

	
	

Appendix	1	
Firesmart	Home	and	Yard	Hazard	Score	Evaluation	

2525	–	Ledgerock	Ridge	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



	

	
	

Appendix	1	
Firesmart	Home	and	Yard	Hazard	Score	Evaluation	

2525	–	Ledgerock	Ridge	
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Appendix	1	

Firesmart	Home	and	Yard	Hazard	Score	Evaluation	
2525	–	Ledgerock	Ridge	

	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	



	

	
Appendix	2	

Firesmart	Home	Owners	Assessment	Summary	&	Considerations	
2525	–	Ledgerock	Ridge	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

	
Appendix	3	

Official	Community	Plan	Wildfire	Protection	DPA	
2525	–	Ledgerock	Ridge	

	
	

	
	
	



	

	
Appendix	3	

Official	Community	Plan	Wildfire	Protection	DPA	
2525	–	Ledgerock	Ridge	

	


